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D.uriftl tbt ctIftliq~ this ItPIIIioa ill the S we NCOpizcd thai we hid an
oppoatuDlty to do more" JitDpl,.OI*IIM mutua to~on- we lIbu
hal. opJicMtunicy to~..cIdJdM Iftd~ for the futww. 0ftI of tbe most
i~.upecttofdit iDformIIion............., II ita to transmit infonDadoD ICIOIS
trIiIIdonaI hOuatIIriII.,......... 11di taM 1cIUy chin..die way AmaiculIChooI
c:bUdIea Ieam...iJ6J._ wiU oaly iDen. ia..taaare. Ala tesult, teJecommunicati .
can help us provide • -.Ie!cl.- cdueIdaft tochit_aou America.

W.,...II 254(11) iIl.the 1996 Act. becIuss it is impeead'!e
thIt tillOIH~to dae~ .-n.iIM to aU Aftwiaus. We caanac
taIIf-.. _cMiaill.,.. iritbe Uil dill.",......~ aIoq ecaaomic or
nnl-utbIa boa.lIi.. IIldMd, OD lune If 1995, the UahiwJ StICII SOIl. overwficlminl1Y
eacloned Section 254(11) by & recorcled vote of 98 to 1.

TtcIJDolosiaIIJ••wodd IioUadII is~ 'WitdJ info the 2111 cen.". Our........~Y." aoc. Ja..,_ -bodl......... - tbIy in dfeCt caadmll to
....ia dill• ...,.UIlIbht to &adudllldIIbenefkJt4mocIIm wbMIog. Aacl
..........Ia.~ for_"'.....we"'" in public ecIucadon, itCID be a
UMftII fGOlln eauc:atioaII reform ancIlbIdear perfo~'MI

We have reM dill NponI ofNnllbll1cJIfOII-"_bca diec~serves die
currIcuIHtaecl needs ", tacbln and..... Ald. •• haft 811 how individualized study,
~'widl_ poww ofcoIlabandoft UDIImieId" dIMor caD bold. scudInt's .
....Ii•. W......dU.l~plIO¥ttlGI fO P cht in HII'YIId InCI CambridIe.
NeIIrMka, opportunities to UI8 _.,,""1Iiofts to IeIm from 11bnrics ana
lebo..at Hirvant an4 Camlwidle Uraivenida by~ JOna di"Ance. adclin. value. and
tnnsfonnin. it - via distaDca tumiD, netWOrks - into I stIOnl" distance.

Throulil IntemlllCC*l-. cJusroom~ _ di.uncc lcamin.. we casllce
America's~ OIl III ec:tucIdonaI journey that will .. them around the ... into the world's
finat museums, its CU.I.... laborItorits. anclmoll J*ltiaiOus institutioDs of leamine. The
jou.mey made poIIi1:t.. '*1 the revol\U.iua in iDformatJoa *bnOI01Y will enable students to do all= fnlm cl_1IIli tivinc-. 111. s1d1k dlcy CJII acquire throullb

y-enhancld IeamiDI will help them secure memin,ful cmt'loymC'.ftf and become
in1'1 cldZeftS in a democraticsociety.· .

MOle thaD a third nf all U.S. schools, how.".,., eiaa eO$I~ lekeDn.".,.,.icGlUHU rwC$ iI.S tbc
primary blnier to rnaximizinl the usc of their telecommuaicadons capabilities. Some schools not
only have minimal service. but pay the hi...rata in lbeir commuruty. The cost ofconnectivity
ancl ttw difficulty these relatively small~uscolt1cnl have when requestinC ~ice is aimost
universal.

III addition. rurtl sdlools and libl'lriel USUIIly py moce for access to information services
IbaD schools ancllibnries in urbu 11UI. bee... the iafarmlbon -..vice providers do not have
aa:.s poiDU in local ClUinc relions. aaninl !hM runllChools and librari. mUSl maJtc= a lone
distance telephone call to access the Internet and other information services.
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TUmiD, to the .......~ of 1be Snowe-RocIcafeIIcr-ExOlleK.rey pavision, we

beUew it would be heJIfu1toNview te1emedicinc effGI1I that are curreftdy in opendoa to escablish
comparable rata (or nnl.,... But while .. reYiew ia underway. and the eom.nillion workS
on ita proposed rulcmatinc. tbtre is no .... to delay chi implementation of the benefits of the
health care provisions of Section 2S4(h) in obvious instll\CCs.

While the buic. $UlteUp.COItS for acquirin, tel,medicine teehnololY are comin. down.
transmission coati remain unatfordablc for many haJtb care provided. Accordin. tn the Federal
om~ of Rural Hea1d\ Policyt telecDmmunicacions uansmission prices based on distance are a
sipificant financial hlrriers to talcmedicine in nual areas.

lust 0I1C u••small ruttl hospica1 in West VUPia.~ that the estimated charg.
for a Tl li1le to allow It to book up with a larpr hospital wu an unltfordable $4300 a month. The
COlt of tl'lNmitaion muc be lowered if telcmcdicine Is to become economically feasible for muny
rural communities.

Where it is in use. telImedicinc is an expandin.. imponant put of hea1thcare in rural
AmeriCL It means Chat a panmedic a£ the scene of o.n IUtO accident will be able to send vi~ and
mediCal data snaJu .. physicians II\d receiWl recnmtnendationJ ttom~.. phylicianl Within .
minutes. A family pnctidoncr in a small town in West Viflinia. Maine. NebrMka or art,,! state will
be able to consult with I specialist at a rclional hospital instIDtly. This will u,yc the pabent an
extended. COSlUy. lengthy. perhaps painful trip to the $pe:eialiSL

Te1cmcdicino has enormous promise to expand ICceIS and quality health care to rural areas
if telecommuni~atiorueosu~umo affordable. as promised in the snowe-'Rockefeller·Exon­
Kerrey provisions of the 1996 Act that were sicncd into law.
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